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May 21, 2015 - Fresh Pond Reservation Master Plan Advisory Board Meeting Minutes 

Submitted: Sam Corda – November 19, 2015 

 

 

Advisory Board Members in Attendance:  

Jim Barton, Doug Brown, Janice Snow (Chair), Jennifer Letourneau, Ted Pickering, Claudia Thompson, Dave 

Kaplan, Paul Ryder and Richard Johnson (for Ann Roosevelt)  

 

Advisory Board Members Not in Attendance: 

Deb Masterson, Janet Burns and Susan Agger 

 

Water Department in Attendance:  

Sam Corda, Tim MacDonald and Vinnie Falcione 

 

City Manager’s Office/Community Development Department in Attendance: 

Taha Jennings 

 

Public in Attendance: 

Martha Stearns 

 

Meeting Chair:  

 Meeting opened at 6:00PM 

 Meeting minutes: S. Corda 

 

 

Item 1: Review Agenda 

There were no changes to the agenda 

 

Item 2: Walkabout: 

The attendees first walked the Rail Road Right-of-Way (RRROW), from Kingsley Park Exit Bridge to the 

Huron Avenue Bridge, to observe the current conditions (including drainage, topography, erosion and 

proximity to adjacent, historic pine forest) and discussed the possibilities of separating the bikeway and 

walkway, alternate routes to this particular stretch of the RRROW, planned path paving and width, edge 

planting options and night time access issues. 

 

We next reviewed the work completed on the first phase of the Kingsley Park Restoration Project.  Dave 

Kaplan pointed out Phase 1 items needing completion including grass reseeding, curb work and plant 

replacements. 

 

The group returned to the conference room at about 6:45pm. 

 

Item 3: Meeting Minutes 

Ted Pickering moved and Dave Kaplan seconded the motion to accept the January 8, 2015 minutes as 

written.  The vote was unanimous in favor of the motion. 
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Item 4: Watershed Manager’s Report 

Vin Falcione gave an update on the spring clean-up efforts on the Reservation which have included 

mulching and plantings – 13 evergreen and 12 deciduous trees.  The Friends of Fresh Pond have planted 

another 12 saplings.   

 

David Kaplan explained the status of the Landscape Services RFP and that we were interviewing three 

different consultants and would be making a recommendation to the City Manager. 

 

Kingsley Park – Phase I: The full opening of Kingsley Park will be delayed until possibly August 1 to 

establish the various grasses and plantings.  The contractor is completing the punch list items.  The Board 

congratulated the Department on a job very well done resulting in an exceptional renovation. 

Glacken Slope Phase IV (slope stabilization): The project is winding down and we need to move into 

Phase V. 

 

Item 5: Coming Master Plan Projects 

Glacken Slope Phase V: This project includes repaving the perimeter road along the base of the slope 

likely using porous pavement and slope base drainage improvements. 

Drainage/Community Garden Design:  The preliminary design of the relocation of the pond path to the 

rail road right-of–way and relocation of the community garden, to the RR crossing on Fresh Pond 

Parkway, is underway.  There will be a public meeting on June 11, 2015 to discuss design options 

particularly relating to where the perimeter roadway will be specifically re-located.  Please send any 

comments to Dave Kaplan. 

 

There was discussion about the two options presented relating first to the proposed berms, their location, 

the habitat that would result and the shielding that would be beneficial from the Reservation user’s 

perspective.  The two Community Garden options, relocated above the RR bed, closer to the Perimeter 

Road and parking offered raised beds and a view of the Reservoir differed only in entrances and edge 

treatment. 

 

Kingsley Park Phases II and II: These projects are the renovation of the steep slope and the Base Loop 

Path respectively.  These projects will be pushed out due to priority issues. 

 

Item 6: Update on Golf Course Landscape Projects 
Paul Ryder described the fall golf course work including paving golf cart paths, bunker repairs and 

irrigation improvements.  He hopes to replace the deteriorating fence along Huron Avenue, this year, and 

improve the Stream “A” borders in future projects.  Paul noted that golf course fees generate about 

$800,000 in annual revenue that pays for Golf Course landscape improvements. 

 

Item 7: Signage at Kingsley Park: 

There were no changes made to the signage that has been approved. 

 

Claudia Thompson moved and Ted Pickering seconded a motion to thank Kirsten Lindquist for her 

incredible contributions while at the Water Department.  The vote was unanimous in favor of the motion. 

 

Item 8: Status of City Manager’s update to Animal Control Ordinance 

The Water Department is working with the Animal Commission and the City Manager’s Office to pass 

the proposed revision to the Animal Control Ordinance Section 6.04. 
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Item 9: Planning for Fresh Pond Day 

Fresh Pond Day will be held on May 30, 2015 from 11am to 3pm. Volunteers were signed up, locations 

were decided upon and displays, activities and signs were defined. 

 

Item 10: Preliminary Meeting Agenda for September Advisory Board Meeting and 2015-2016 

proposed schedule  

Future Master Plan projects, Fresh Pond Day plans and ordinances relating to Fresh Pond. 

Future Meeting dates: September 17, 2015, November 19, 2015, March 17, 2016 and May 19, 2016. 

 

Item 11: Thank You Ted 

Janice Snow moved and Claudia Thompson seconded the motion to thank Ted Pickering for his three (3) 

years of service to the Fresh Pond Master Plan Advisory Board.  The vote was unanimous in favor of the 

motion. 

 

Item 12: Board and Public Comment on RRROW along Huron Ave 
The Chair asked each Board member, followed by members of the public to give their thoughts/options 

relating to the Rail Road Right-of–Way (RRROW) plan. The following concerns were expressed: 

 DCR needs to consider Fresh Pond Reservation as a watershed and the Fresh Pond Master Plan as 

input into the design of the Greenway, think differently within the Reservation 

 Consider alternate options and/or move the greenway 

 Pine Forest is a contemplative, sensitive area 

 Greenway should not be connected to perimeter path (from a bicycle traffic perspective) 

 No lighting 

 Walking only, separate walking and biking lanes 

 Appropriate method to cap the railway 

 Design the greenway to include the right plantings, and controls to promote habitat and prevent 

erosion 

 Emergency Access is imperative (i.e. Police and Fire) 

 There were several comments in favor of the greenway 

 

Janice Snow moved and Ted Pickering seconded the motion to adjourn the meeting at 7:58pm.  The vote 

was unanimous in favor of the motion. 


